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Assignment 1 – Part A  

Reflective learning 

Look back to your initial response to the question ‘What is art?’ and write a short 

paragraph [150 words]. 

I wrote (perhaps unnecessarily) a lengthy response to this question which did not 

leave a lot of room for further interpretation of ‘what is art?’. While my views have not 

radically changed, my thinking has deepened. I’ve become more aware of how art 

can be used to communicate controversial or political messages (e.g. Jeremy 

Deller’s Battle of Orgreave), and to tell documentary style stories (e.g. Katie 

Paterson’s installations with their focus on our earth, universe and environmental 

issues). I’ve learnt that an artwork may have multiple layers of meaning and different 

interpretations in different contexts (e.g. Nathan Coley’s A Place Beyond Belief). I’ve 

discovered that by opening my mind and investing time in getting to understand 

conceptual art, I gain more both as a student and an appreciator of the arts. [136 

words] 

 

Reflect on what you’ve learned as a result of completing Part One and write about 

any areas you would like to develop more; this can include study skills or subject 

matter [100 words].  

After two practice-based OCA modules, this module has been difficult to adapt to. I 

haven’t studied for a degree before and although I enjoy writing I’m not used to the 

Harvard referencing style. I can see that I need a much more systematic way of 

organising my research material to avoid getting into an almighty muddle and be 

able to correctly acknowledge sources, within text and in a bibliography. So that’s a 

bit painful but the joy for me is, and will continue to be, the widening of my 

knowledge which will support and inspire my own practice as well as give me a 

better grounding for communicating my ideas in the academic essay writing ahead. 

[116 words] 

Write a note on how your learning log is progressing and how you think it could be 

improved. If you are an artist or writer, also reflect on how the work you’ve seen 

might relate to your own ideas and work. [150] 

I’ve kept a sketchbook alongside my online learning log and this contains a healthy 

smattering of sketches to support the course exercises and well as postcards and 

drawings from gallery visits. 
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Nathan Coley’s A Place Beyond Belief  made me resolve to be less literal in my own 

practice and allow room for the viewer to interpret my paintings in their own way. I’m 

interested in signwriting and incorporating text in my art. I have an idea to rework an 

earlier painting that focused on crown with a Shakespeare quote from Richard II: ‘I 

give this heavy weight from off my head.’ I’d like take the phrase out context and 

shorten it to ‘give this heavy weight’ and ask people what it means to them.  The 

concept of ‘found text’ is absorbing me; I am listening / looking all the time. I must 

record passing thoughts and discoveries in my learning log and follow up initial my 

initial research on text artists. [161] 

 

 

 

https://learningmojo.wordpress.com/2016/05/04/exercise-abstract-painting-from-man-made-form/

